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some gentleman's culture. And, finally, it is no fatal process external to human 
passion and human will. But what is it then ? 

" History is the experience, the very life itself, which we call our own. To 
adopt the familiar formula of the sages of the East : The history of human society 
— that art thou! Its past ? No. Its future? No. What? Its living, all-includ- 
ing present." 

Contemporary Theology and Theism. By R. M. Wenley, D. Phil. (Glasgow) ; 
Professor of Philosophy in the University of Michigan ; formerly Lecturer 
on Philosophy in the University of Glasgow. New York : Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons. 1897. Pages, x, 202. Price, $1.25. 

Professor Wenley always writes books that are worth reading, and the present 
volume is no exception to the personal rule which he has established. In 1894, the 
members of the Glasgow University Theological Society invited him to occupy the 
Honorary Presidency of their association, in which capacity it became his duty 
"to deliver an address on certain aspects of contemporary theological inquiry." 
Hence the title and hence also the occasion of the book to which we now call the 
attention of our readers. 

Until recently, — we are summarising Professor Wenley's introductory remarks, 
— the impression generally prevailed that theology was a dry and uninteresting sub- 
ject. It is not, however, too much to say that this impression has now been fully 
effaced. In fact, ' ' to-day each of the several departments of theology demands a 
scientific training, and so the preparation for any one contributes to the best kind 
of education ; wnile theology proper is, perhaps, only equalled by speculative 
biology in the interest which surrounds its most pressing problems. Thought has 
been ceaselessly moving, and we have arrived at the stage when a new departure 
seems highly probable — a departure that cannot but be fraught with deep import 
to the moral and spiritual life of the generation in which we live." 

In support of this statement, Professor Wenley points to the renewed attention 
which is being bestowed upon questions connected with the interpretation of reli- 
gion, especially of Christianity, as evidenced in the Gifford foundation of the Scot- 
tish University, the Hibbert Lectures at London and Oxford, and the lectures pro- 
vided by the Ely and other foundations in the United States. He then briefly 
sketches the development of theological thought for the last two hundred years, 
from the rationalists and supernaturalists of the eighteenth century, through their 
vanquishers, Kant and Schleiermacher, the philosophical dominancy of Hegel, and 
the period of Strauss, down to the eclectic tendencies of the mid-century period. 
Here Rothe and F. C. Bauer appeared. These two men and their followers fur- 
nished the starting-point for the modern theories. ' ' Theology proper, in the class- 
ical speculative line, then came to have a new Left and a new Right. Biedermann, 
Keim, Weizsacker, and Otto Pfleiderer are chief representatives of the one; Dorner 
and Beyschlag, with whom we may, perhaps, name Bernhard Weiss, are associated 
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with the other. Both parties maintain what is practically a composite scheme 
— the former being swayed most by the results of speculative interpretation and 
historical criticism, the latter by the desire for systematic statement of religious 
doctrine, as it affects man personally. The one, in short, emphasises the objec- 
tive, the other the subjective aspect of theology." 

Yet, in spite of the inconsistencies presented by these writers they at least 
agreed on the essential point of having derived their philosophy from a common 
source, and they accordingly combined ' ' to show a solid front against that now in- 
fluential theological school which has sprung up within the last twenty-five years 
under the leadership of Albrecht Ritschl. This, which may be termed the theology 
of the end of the century, has adopted different premises. It derives largely from 
the sceptical factor in Kant, and from the empiricism of the scientific movement, 
to some extent from the epistemology of Lotze, and to a lesser degree from the 
subjective theology of Schleiermacher. Broadly, then, these two parties confront 
one another. They have their serious internal differences — as between Pfleiderer 
and Weiss, or between Herrmann and Bender — but these are comparatively trivial 
as compared with the gulf fixed between the two schools as a whole. Accordingly, 
it must be our effort to understand the doctrines and aims of each, if we are to ap- 
prehend the problems with which at this moment theology is face to face." 

The nature of Professor Wenley's task will be apparent from these quotations. 
The progress of theology in Germany, as thus indicated, is found to have its anal- 
ogies in Britain and America, and along this parallel historical line of thought the 
discussions of the two chapters on " Speculative Theology " and " Ritschlian The- 
ology " are developed. In the concluding chapter on "The Theistic Problem," 
Professor Wenley focusses the results of his historical and critical researches in a 
conservative interpretation of the idea of God from the modern scientific point of 
view. 

LA LUTTE DBS CLASSES EN FRANCE (1848-1850). L.E XVIII BRUMAIRE DE LOUIS BONA- 
PARTE. By Karl Marx. Translated by Leon Remy. Paris: Schleicher 
Freres. 1900. Pages, v, 362. Price, 3 francs 50. 
Marx's Struggle of the Classes in France in the Years 1848-1850, which 
now appears in a French translation as the latest volume of the International Li- 
brary of Sociological Sciences, was originally published in 1850 as a series of ar- 
ticles in the Neue Rheinische Zeitung of Hamburg. Five years ago it was put 
into book form by the publishers of the Vorivarts, of Berlin, and supplied with a 
preface by F. Engels. 

Marx composed his work in London, in 1849-1850, during the first days of his 
exile, after his expulsion from France by the order of Guizot. It was the first 
attempt, as Engels remarks in his preface, which Marx made to explain by the aid 
of his materialistic philosophy a fragment of contemporary history viewed entirely 
as an expression of the economic situation. Marx was here bent upon establishing 



